
"Plugged In"
Acts 4:23-31

We're plugged into the power of the Holy Spirit when we're unified in our dependence on God (23-24a)
It didn't take long for the same religious leaders who persecuted Jesus to begin to persecute the early 

church. As much as they had hoped that killing Jesus would put an end to all of their troubles related to Jesus, 
the opposite was actually happening. The group of Jesus' followers was growing rapidly in Jerusalem, and day-
by-day at the temple the apostles seemed to be gaining more-and-more of a crowd. Each day, more-and-more 
people were becoming followers of Jesus. The religious leaders had to deal with this new problem. They 
brought Peter and John into custody and ordered them to stop teaching and preaching in the name of Jesus. 
When Peter and John were released, instead of running, hiding or giving up, they plugged into the power of the 
Holy Spirit in them. They joined their hearts together with their friends. They shared what had happened, and 
together they desperately depended on God to do something about their situation.
1. One of the gifts that we have as believers is other believers who we can share our difficulties with. Take a 

moment right now in your group and share your difficulties with each other.
2. Peter and John had a specific kind of difficulty, which was facing resistance and problems because of their 

faith in Jesus. When was the last time that you encountered resistance and problems because of your faith 
in Jesus? Maybe it was at work, home, or school this past year?

3. How dependent are you on God? Pray for one another that you will not try to go it alone when difficulty 
comes. Pray for one another that you will not try to depend on yourselves. Pray that you'll be unified in your 
dependence on God.

We're plugged into the power of the Holy Spirit when we're praying together with other believers 
(23-24a)

Peter, John and their friends showed their dependence on God in this important way: They prayed 
together to God! They weren't at the temple. It wasn't an appointed time of prayer. They were in someone's 
house somewhere in Jerusalem. They didn't have to hope that their prayer would somehow be heard by the 
Lord. They didn't have to make a sacrifice and ask for the priest to intercede on their behalf. They just prayed, 
and God heard their prayer because the presence of God was with them and in them through the grace of God 
in the blood of Jesus Christ that was shed for them! The early church prayed together like this because they 
realized what a gift and miracle prayer was in their new life in Christ. Prayer had changed. They could now 
boldly come before God because they were forgiven, holy, and chosen in Christ. They could boldly trust that 
God heard their prayers because they were submitted and dependent on Him. So they prayed together to God!
1. Read Hebrews 4:16 and 10:19. What do these passages tell us about the nature of prayer for the follower 

of Jesus? Discuss the miracle of prayer that we have only through Jesus Christ.
2. Read Romans 8:26-27. What do these verses tell us about the powerful work of the Holy Spirit in prayer 

that we have as followers of Jesus? What does this mean for your prayer as an individual and as a group? 
How should this truth give you encouragement and boldness to pray together and for each other?

3. Spend time joining your voices together in unity and prayer together. Pray specifically for your Connect 
Group. Pray that God would give you the courage to share Jesus, to invite others to your group, and to live 
on mission for Jesus together. Let everyone pray if they'd like to voice a short prayer.



We're plugged into the power of the Holy Spirit when we're recognizing God's sovereignty in our 
situations (24-28)

Peter, John and their friends depended on God and prayed with boldness to God because they fully 
recognized one critical truth about God: That He is sovereign over everything! They realized that nothing that 
happened to Jesus was outside of God's control. They realized that everything that God ordains and plans 
God does. They realized that nothing and no-one can stop God from accomplishing the things that God has 
determined that He will do. And because of all of these truths, they realized that nothing that was happening to 
them was outside of God's control. They realized that everything that God had ordained and planned for their 
lives God will do. They realized that nothing and no-one can stop God from accomplishing the things that God 
has determined that they will do. They realized that God is sovereign, which plugged them into the power of 
the Holy Spirit in them.
1. Use cross-references and a concordance in a Bible to find other passages that talk about God's 

sovereignty. Read these passages and discuss the truths that they reveal about God's power over 
everything.

2. What are some of the things that happen in this world and in life that some people point to in order to argue 
that God isn't sovereign over everything? How would you respond to these arguments as a believer?

3. What does trusting in God's sovereignty bring into our lives as believers? Why is this so important?
4. How are you recognizing God's sovereignty in your situations right now?
5. What's something that's outside of your ability to control in your situation in life right now? Are you willing to 

give that to the Lord, trusting that He's already in control?

We're plugged into the power of the Holy Spirit when we're prioritizing God's work over our safety 
(29-31)

At this point, we see the reality of their priorities in their lives. They've encountered growing persecution 
from the same people that killed Jesus. They've been threatened and told to stop doing the very thing that 
Jesus had commanded them to do. They're facing certain difficulty and sure threats to their safety, but all of 
that takes second place to the work of God that they've been called to do. Peter, John and their friends don't 
pray for safety and security for their lives. They don't pray for the comfort and peace in their situation. They 
pray for the power to continue to do the work that God's called them to do! They understand the risk that's 
involved. They understand the likely outcome and response from the enemy, but what matters most to them is 
that God's work gets done and that they remain faithful and bold in doing the work that God's called them to 
do. They pray for the power to continue sharing Jesus, and the Holy Spirit empowers them and gives them the 
boldness to continue!
1. If God called you to do something that could cause you to lose your job and threaten your finances, would 

you do it? What are some real examples of this possibility in our lives today?
2. If God called you to do something that could cause people to hate you or make fun of you, would you do it? 

What are some real examples of this possibility in our lives today?
3. If God called you to do something that could cause you to lose your freedom or even your life, would you 

do it? What are some real examples of this possibility in our lives today?
4. Are you willing to prioritize God's work over your own safety in this world? Pray for hearts like Peter, John 

and their friends who were willing to risk it all -- the temporary things in this world -- for the eternal reward 
of what we have and have to share in Jesus Christ.


